
Operations Report:  2 weeks ending May 13, 2014 
 

 Fieldwork this season has been slow to ramp up due to weather 
and a slow start to the irrigation season, other than the lower 
Hotchkiss area which saw early season larval activity.  This was 
detailed in the previous ops report, and thank goodness was caught 
early and treated.  
 
 Lee was the only employee brought on to do fieldwork in April 
2014, until the end of April when Richie was rehired. Ramping up to 
do fieldwork has included bringing the trucks back up to working 
condition, shed organization, and an educational day with the Van 
Diest in Grand Junction. The office at the shed has re-designated to 
serve as the trap processing, battery depot, and storage room, as it 
seems ideal as it is additionally insulated and is as far as possible 
from the larvacides and adulticides. 
 
   We began work in the field slowly, but far earlier than last year, 
with physical mitigation projects, site visits, and making contact with 
property owners as our initial priority. We saw more people cleaning 
and burning their own ditches, and busting beaver dams. It seems as 
if people are listening to NFMAD recommendations on what can be 
done to decrease mosquito habitat in their "backyards"… thus 
decreasing crew time, product costs over the season, thereby 
increasing the efficiency of our fieldwork.  This is happening literally 
all over the District. 
 
   Our work in the field began with the area around and in Hotchkiss. 
Lee and I (Chris) scouted the areas north, south, east and west of 
the town for any new treatment sites and areas where we could do 
physical mitigation, work with a property owner, or convince the 
property owner to improve or maintain an area for us, in addition to 
checking and monitoring all previous known hotspots and WNV 
positive trap pools.   
 



 The many complex issues in Hotchkiss are being addressed on 
several fronts at once:  1) by determining the sources that contribute 
to the mosquito population including a perimeter outside the District 
boundaries to the south and west, 2) reducing breeding habitat 
and/or killing mosquitoes at the source, rather than the populated 
areas of town, and 3) continuing ongoing education of residents and 
support of their efforts to control mosquitoes.  
 
 These factors all contribute to greater efficiency in both 
product-use and payroll, while reducing contact with both mosquitoes 
and larval/adulticide products. 
 
    Our first mosquito sighting was in the low lying draw south of 
the Fairgrounds. This draw is typical of the locations where we have 
found early season mosquito larvae around the District in 2014, 
where standing water is found in shallow depressions exposed to full 
sun, with ground cover that is dark. These areas, or similar locations 
were found sporadically throughout the Hotchkiss region. Lee spent a 
full day and a half scouting locations where this type of terrain was 
known to exist, mostly close to the river and other naturally flowing 
water sources.  
 
   The early season mosquitoes some Hotchkiss residents 
experienced were most likely from mud hatches in fields where the 
soil was turned and water introduced. Luckily the weather has acted 
to reduce the incidence of mud hatches and kill off any resulting 
mosquito adults.  
 
    From our experience in Hotchkiss, I (Chris) thought it would be 
a sound idea to scout up valley to determine the extent of the 
development of the "early season" habitat. Sporadic sites have been 
found, and any locations with larvae have been treated along with 
any ponds in that area. The ponds were treated with long-acting 
product that will retard the evolution of mosquito larvae into adult 
flying mosquitoes. This product allows the crew to focus treatment, 
yet lengthen the time between monitoring visits, thus once again 
saving payroll and product.  
 



   The valley has not "bloomed" yet. The entire District has been 
scouted all the way from Hotchkiss to Bowie, and the District extent 
of Minnesota creek. North of the highway there is no evidence of 
larvae, but there was sporadic larvae found on the mesas south of 
the river.  
 
   Currently a small crew is all that seems to be required, and 
fieldwork is mostly scouting and treating the slowly increasing 
emergence of areas where breeding is possible, while continuing 
aggressive physical mitigation. We are in a rotation around the 
valley, returning to Hotchkiss for longer periods, where the majority 
of new sites are occurring.  
 
  The slowly changing weather and late warm temperatures are 
allowing us to keep ahead of the early breeding of mosquitoes in 
shallow water, hoofprints, and other early season unique sites.  This 
will hopefully retard or delay the occurrence of the eventual "full 
season"…while also allowing us to map the slow spring evolution of 
mosquito habitat in the valley as winter changes to summer in the 
various microclimates present in the District.  This is crucial 
information for future planning, in the effort to physically alter 
mosquito-friendly breeding habitat, and understand how to prevent 
large amounts of adult hatches in the District.   
 
 


